The reported minimum cost was
$500,000 for a pesticide chemical that
apparently encountered no serious
roadblocks on its way to certification
of usefulness by USDA, and the es-
tablishment of official tolerances by
FDA under Public Law 518 (Miller
Amendment).  Another compound,
however, created for its owner a frus-
trating variety of obstacles to commer-
cial registration, and its development
cost rocketed to nearly $3.75 million.

Ranges up to $3.25 Million

Neither the lowest cost nor the high-
est is quite representative. The prob-
able range confronting developers of
new pesticide chemicals appears to be
$750,000 to $3.25 million—but the
trend is constantly upward.

The principal purpose of the study
was not to pinpoint a range of costs;
it was to establish a breakdown of cost
into categories. The table on the fac-
ing page may serve as the pattern even
though each pesticidal chemical cre-
ates its own family of cost factors.

One cooperator supplied ranges of
costs for several proprietaries in five
groups of categories. It has been
practical to allocate into those cate-
gories the cost figures supplied by
other cooperators. Further refinement
into more categories would serve only
to extend the principle of cost range.

Magnitude of Pesticide Development

The development of a modern pesti-
cide is a project of such magnitude
that it appears to be feasible only for
an organization that includes special-
ists in many areas of scientific research,
backed by large financial resources.

C. 0. BARNARD,
who “retired” in
1954, after more
than 25 years with
American Cyana-
mid, is now execu-
tive secretary of
Western  Agricul-
tural Chemicals As-
| sociation. He de-

scribes himself as
“just a country boy who started work-
ing at an early age and kept at it,
doing my best without benefit of
formal education.” At Cyanamid, his
jobs ranged from insecticide salesman
to western sales manager of the insec-
ticide department to chief of technical
surveys. While with Cyanamid, he
was especially interested in the fumi-
gation of citrus (an interest that took
him to Egypt for a year) and grains
with calcium cyanide. He also worked
on the fumigation of flour mills with
hydrocyanic acid.
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